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Trees are an essential part of life in the Gulf region,
fhey make fiving more bearable, steeis cooler,
hold back the shifling sands, and provide essential
ecosysiem senvices. Cumently there is no practice,
and wery litle awareness of arboriculiure as a
profession in the region. So, what is it exactly? The
UK Arboriculiural Association defines the word
as: "_the science and practice of fhe culfivation,
extablishment and maragement of amenity trees
fior the benefit of society.”
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- By Mark Laurence

Looking after frees. sounds simple, right? Well,
not always. There is an arf, as well a2 a science,
to caring for frees and this manifests ifself in
difierent ways. i staris with the quality of nursery
siock, a good roof systemn and a healthy, well-
formed structure, followed by correct planting,
staking and irrigation. The most obvious and
visual sign of incomect care is when trees
are pruned. Badly pruned trees not only look
hideous, they create problematic future growth,
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altering the trea’s physiology (manner of growth)
and can create entry points for disease.

Mast of the above requirements for good free
provision is mizsing in the Gulf region. This is not
unique to the region, there are low-quality trees
averywhere in fhe world, but the combiration
of cheap supply quoles, fight fimescales, poor
planting and high temperature make this an
especial problem and can create high mortality
rates across the region.

Trees should be understood and used as
ecosystern generalors, even in urban sifuations.
The shade and evapotranspiration that ocowrs from
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a tree can reduce strest femperature and the effecis
of Urban Heat Island (UHI), where the urban fabric
refains. heat and is hotter by some 4-5°C fhan the
surrounding land. Inzecis and birds wse frees as
wildlife passages and peaple use them as shade
codridors. Even fungi and decay are a valuable part
of the ecosystem and should be undersicod as
such, within the conbext of human safety.

There has been a big increase in the number
of large frees being fransplanted in the region but
again, much of the methodology and technigues
need impraving. Dug rootballs are generally too
small for the stem diameder, and excessive crown
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reduction iz thought essential. whereas it simply
removes the free's ability to phetosynthesize,
meaning it must replace bath root and bough
from (limited) stored energy.

On developmeni sites, there needs to be
adequaie measwres taken to protect retained
trees from damage, not just the structure but the
reofs also. A Critical Root Area or Zone needs
establishing arowund trees and fencing off for the
duration of works. with no malerials or vehicles
allowead undemeath. Thiz simple act can mean the
diffarence befwesn a new building with haalthy
established trees, or ones that slowly die due o
damage such as root cutling or soil compaction.
An Arbarist should be browght in fo consult at the
planning stage to set out the requirements for the
site, and working practices adapied arcund this.

Aboriculture iakes two professional forms:
trained climbers who know how fo camry oui
opetations safely and comectly within a free. such
az pruning with chainsaws, and conzultants, who
survey and specify works. The latter will often
have a background in climbing (as | do) and |
believe, make betier consultanis for it. | i the
consuliant who can work with architects and
developers, but he needs 1o call on a competent
arborist feam fo camy cut the works as specified.
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The climbing arborist also needs a highly trained
ground crew, who know how fo communicate,
work safely with lowering ropes within the
dllocated drop zone, etc. One should alzo be a
climbing arborist able to carry out aefial rescue
in the event of an accident. This is a high-nisk
profession: accidents do occur even with the best
fraining.

Working within ihe reach of power lines
requires addificnal training and exireme care.
On large or resiricled sites, there may be a
need o use cranes fo liff away seclions of a
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free. Unfortunately, the skills and qualifications
required for these jobs are in short ender {in fact,
hardly exist al all) in the Gulf region and this
prezenis both problems and epportunity for the
growth of @ new indusiny.

The region must adopt their own good
practices in relation to tree works. In the UK for
example, we have Brifish Standards BS 3938 Tree
Work — Recommendafions and BSS5337 Trees in
Relation to Design, Demalition and Consruction.
In the US they have similar ANS1 siandands. While
I understand there is attempts being made o
write 3 tree works sfandard for the UAE, which
| support, if's only in the
nasceni steges. Howewer,
when completed, this will be
something that all architects
and developers can refer
and will hopefully =ignal
the beginning of higher
standards in tree care. B
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