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fungi up fo 20% of their photosynthate, in return for
water and nurients which the mycorthizze find, ofen far
beyond the reach of free rootz. This is the main reason
why we should NOT add ferfilizer to soils, for it bypasses
this symbiosiz and diminizhes the fungal relationship.
especially for phosphorous accumulation.

Once we've sorted our soil, we can furn fo the plants
and selection. We need fo build up an ecosysiem,
5o we must think about things far wider than just
aesthelics. We use the principle of layering, where we
build planting in discrete lzyers — main canopy. mid-
layer canopy, understory, shrub layer, ground coves.
bulbs and herbacecus (mof all will be necessary or
pessible in any given sifuation)). The second aspect is
to plant mixed species in karge groups, where s0ils can
seli-generate as described and plant roots collectively
benefit from a healthy rhizesphere. Where rees must be
planted in isolafion through paved areas, underground
connectivity of soil, using craling systems should be
used. This thowgh, is a poor substituie for healthy,
mulched soilz that are open fo the air, so ribbon-
planting design should be considered as the best
approach in urbam streefs.

Should all planing be native? Mo, because wa don't
know what changes climate will bring and ecosystems
everywhere will need to adapt to survive. Plants suited
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to existing and future conditions should be used, and
underztood in the context of disruption, pieneering, and
necessary change. From these design principles, a new
aesthetic can emerge, of equal, if not greater beaudy.
than the iradifional plantings we are used o And there
iz =fill room for some of our favourite exclics, for who
can resist the charms of trees such as the flamboyant
{Delonix)? Context and complexity are everything.
Climatic change is coming to a sireet near you; lef's
learn to design ecosystems and use the complex web
of life that irees generaie fo adapt to what's coming. m
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